
Eric the Viking – a restoration in many parts – February 2022 

Spend since last report: £63. Total hours labour since last report: 20.9 

In last time’s thrilling episode of “What hare-brained scheme has he come up with now?”, Eric was 
starting to receive a metal box to hold the kitchen – hob, sink, fridge, gas bottle, larder and so on. The 
premise being that all of that takes floor space which is in limited supply. Big modern RVs have sections 
that slide out to increase the floor space, why can this not be done in a Bay window? 

We had got as far as 4 kitchen drawer style runners on the cargo floor, a metal tray was sitting 
unconnected on top of the runners. The original outer wall of Eric beneath the window was still as it 
left the factory – welded to the B and C posts to give us a reference point. This means that if everything 
is attached to that fixed “wall”, then the whole thing will be in the right position. 

The left side of the kitchen that is behind the driver’s head, and the right side of the kitchen that is in 
the middle of the cargo floor were made last time but needed minor adjustments to fit to the curving 
outer panel (Pic 1 – Sides are on) 

With the sides on, we now have the beginnings of 
a box. The top of the outside panel however has 
no metal above the window as the roof was cut 
off due to being rotten (Pic 2 – Window top 
missing). This means that once the outside panel 
is cut off, it will be weak up there with the 
potential for movement / flexing. I did not have 
steel long enough, but was able to cut two 
rectangles of steel and weld them together then 
weld above the window hole (Pic 3 – Window top 
added). 

 

 

Now that 3 sides are on and the base / floor / tray is square, after a little adjusting of the tray where 
it joins the outer wall, the tray was welded to both side walls and the outer panel. My spot welding is 
now of sufficient quality that I am no longer grinding them down! (Pic 4 – The floor goes in) 



Notice the grooves running side to side on the 
tray – they make it flex less by providing 
strength and were made using my Christmas 
present from my wife, a metal swager. 

Then came the scary bit – cutting up the sides of 
the outer panel to separate it from the vehicle 
for the first time in nearly 49 years. Now both 
sides of the van are draughty! 

 

 

(Pic 5 – No side panel) and (Pic 6 – The pod is on the floor) 

 

Finally, the pod was bolted onto the runners and the actuator arm, and at 7.04pm on a Tuesday 
evening (I know because I had agreed to go indoors at 7pm for dinner!), I took a video of the pod 
electrically gliding out of the van with the remote control. It was quite emotional! 

Next job is to make the lid / roof of the pod that will keep the rain off, be slightly inclined so that rain 
runs away from Eric, it joins the side squarely and strengthens the slightly flimsy new bit above the 
window. Once that is on, I can add runners at the top, a worktop across the middle, the hob, the fridge 
and holes in the floor for fresh water in, and grey water out. 

The spending this time was £62.63 on steel box section to make the front bench seats, but that is a 
story for another day. Hoping to see many of you at the Petruth Paddocks event which happens just 
before we go to print for the next magazine. 

  


